Autogenous grafts/allografts/conduits for bridging peripheral trigeminal nerve gaps.
Nerve repairs and grafting techniques have been around for many years. Autogenous nerve grafts have worked reasonably well in the right circumstances but are associated with difficulties in achieving a proper donor-host match and with postsurgical sequelae at the donor site. Vein grafts seem to work almost as well as autogenous nerve grafts in digital nerve repairs that require a graft less than 3 cm in length. Currently, the most promising nerve graft materials are the polyglycolic acid tubes and processed decellularized allografts, which have shown good results without the morbidity of autogenous nerve grafts. However, more research studies using these materials for TN repairs are essential to validate the superiority of these procedures.